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Smart cities are a promising solution to address the growing urban challenges in
the Arab world. Many countries, such as the United Arab Emirates and Saudi
Arabia, are seeking to develop smart city projects based on modern technology,
the Internet of Things, and big data to improve quality of life and enhance the
efficiency of public services. In reality, these initiatives still face significant
challenges related to underdeveloped digital infrastructure in some areas, a
shortage of specialized personnel, and the absence of appropriate legislation to

protect data and ensure citizen privacy.

In addition, economic and social challenges such as income disparities and
resource distribution are emerging, raising concerns about widening gaps between
different social groups. Nevertheless, the future of smart cities in the Arab world
remains promising if the necessary political will, financial and technical support, and
public—private partnerships are strengthened, and community awareness of the
importance of these initiatives is raised. Adopting sustainable and comprehensive
strategies will transform these cities from mere technology projects into integrated

models of smart urban development.
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